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A Study of Archetype: Metonymy on Stories of
Love Suicide in You-sanjie and Mei-jin

NG Kee Ong (Lecturer, Chinese Studies Department, New Era College)

Abstract

This work is a part of my thesis in an attempt to find a connection between the lyrical
narrative writings of Pre-modern Chinese vernacular literature, and Shen Cong-wen’s Modern
chinese novels through an archetype critique. A comparison is made between the love suicide
in You san-jie in Hong Lou Meng (Dream of the Red Chamber) and that of Mei-jin, the leopard
and the sheep (The White Kid), in Shen Cong-wen novel. The purpose of the comparison is
to analyse “the prototype” of love suicide stories and their narrative sequence in the subject
of love in the Pre-modern and modern novels. The analysis reveals Shen Congwen’s writings
style through the recreated stories. Shen continued the traditional way of lyrical narrative and
put his aesthetic intention into practice in a rhetorical way by using metaphors and metonyms
in stories. His style has created a new kind of allegory in his era. This resulted in a narrative
of mirror-text, where the narrators, the actors and the readers were both the “current advisor
and future advice”. The main objective of this narrative form (mirror-text) is to emphasize the

needs of the narrators, the actors and the readers to the subject.
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